Bat Carer Pd/WNS Surveillance Form
If you observe any of the symptoms associated with WNS, please complete this form and submit your observations via email to enquiries@bats.org.uk or call 0345 1300 228 during office hours (09.30-16.30 Monday-Friday).  


	PART 1: Your Details 

	Name
	

	Address
	




	Postcode 
	

	Daytime telephone 
	

	Email 
	

	PART 2: Details of the site at which the bat was found (if known)

	Site name 
	

	Site location (including county)
	

	Grid reference 
	

	Date found
	

	Name and contact details of finder
	




	PART 3: Observations in relation to suspect fungus

	Bat species
	

	Age (juvenile / adult)
	

	Sex
	

	Body weight (grams)
	

	Body condition (very good / good / moderate / bad / emaciated)
	

	Colour of fungus
	

	Number of fungal patches
	

	Size of fungal patches (min and max, in mm)
	

	Sample taken?*
	

	Photograph(s) taken?
	



*Sampling method 
Wearing single-use gloves, take a sample of the external fungus using a sterile fine-tipped swab. Gently touch the tip of the fine tipped swab onto the fungus letting only the superficial fungal structures adhere; try to avoid getting other matter mixed in with the sample. Finally, remove gloves, spray them with disinfectant and dispose of them in a sealed bag. 

Fine tipped swabs for sample collection are available from Catherine Man at APHA by telephone 03000 600020 or email starcross@apha.gov.uk and single swabs are also available from BCT – please contact the National Bat Helpline on 0345 1300 228 or email enquiries@bats.org.uk.

Alternatively (based on the protocol developed by Leibniz Institute for Zoo and Wildlife Research), wearing single-use gloves, gently touch the visible fungal lesion with the adhesive tape, letting only the superficial fungal structures adhere. Try to avoid getting other matter mixed in with the sample. Gently, press your adhesive tape onto a transparent piece of plastic, for example a food storage bag, making sure there are no air bubbles or gaps between the spore sample and plastic. Taking care not to squash it, store the sample until it can be securely packaged between two bits of card and posted to the APHA (along with the bat, if dead).
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