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Background

• The need for effective 

mitigation for woodland bats

• Impacts at the woodland 

scale

• Habitat approach informed 

by ALBST
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Current mitigation options?

• Short term 0-5 years – bat boxes/reclaimed 

features? Tree transplants/monoliths

• Mid term 5-50 years – Veteranisation?/more bat 

boxes

• Long term 50+ years – woodland creation

• Approaches not systematically tested in UK?



Its bigger than just roost structure 

• Habitat around roosts

• Microclimate?

• Predation avoidance?

• Initial commuting



Why fruit trees? 
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• Old fruit trees rarer in the 

landscape

• Commercial orchards 

minimise age

• Faster growing - Benefits of 

earlier natural veteranisation

30 years



Bat use of fruit trees

• Bechstein’s

• Daubenton’s

• Natterer’s

• Pipistrellus

• Brown long-eared
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What trees?

• Apple

• Crab Apple

• Wild Cherry
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Wider benefits

• Component of understory-

microclimate

• Landscaping 

• Wider biodiversity benefits  



Conclusion

• Fruit trees can support bat 

mitigation

• Bats will use them- may offer 

specific opportunities

• Research needed to test 

approach

• Holistic approach, more than 

roost availability
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