SUGGESTED LETTER/EMAIL TEMPLATE – PLEASE ADAPT AND PERSONALISE AS MUCH AS YOU CAN + DON’T FORGET TO INCLUDE YOUR ADDRESS DETAILS SO MPS KNOW YOU ARE ONE OF THEIR CONSTITUENTS 
Dear XXXXXXXXXXX MP
I live in your constituency and I am alarmed that Government plans will result in worse outcomes for the environment. I care about our wildlife, and bats in particular. They have an important role as predators of insects as well as being engaging native species. Bats make up about a quarter of UK mammal species and the status of their populations can demonstrate the health of an area. 
The Retained EU Law Bill will lead to key environmental protections, like those protecting many species such as bats, being torn up without adequate replacement. Not only that, the Bill’s impact assessment is missing massive amounts of information (Regulatory Policy Committee) so I worry that the Government is acting without knowledge of the consequences. 
The protections in place, including the Habitats Regulations, protect bat roosts from damage and destruction and protect bats themselves from being killed and injured. These protections have been key in enabling early signs of recovery from significant historical declines. Some of our bat species are beginning to recover nationally (National Bat Monitoring Programme), and these promising results have been enabled by the robust protections in place under the Habitats Regulations. 
Continued protection is needed to help maintain improvements and allow for recovery in regions and for bat species that are still desperately struggling. Weakening or scrapping the Habitats Regulations and other supporting legislation would likely reverse the rare successes we have had and undermine efforts to protect a wide number of species and habitats. The Office of Environmental protection has submitted a response to the Retained EU Law Bill Committee to highlight the dangers of the rushed approach being taken to law-making that puts the protection and improvement of the environment at risk.
The Environment Act is being touted as the answer to concerns like mine, but thanks to the ‘culture of delay’ in Defra (), statutory deadlines are not being met, let alone voluntary commitments. We need to go forwards rather than backwards and protect nature more effectively rather than rip up vital legislation, particularly as the eyes of the world turn to the UN Biodiversity Conference (COP15) in December. If the UK Government genuinely wants to lead by example, it is imperative that they increase protections for protected species, and do not wave through legislation that will throw out massive swathes of environmental law.
Please consider the impacts that a loss of bats and other protected species would have on our local area. I hope you will do all that you can to prevent this dangerous disregard for our environment. The Bill should be withdrawn but at this advanced stage in the process I am concerned this may not happen.
[bookmark: _Hlk120549539]Therefore, as my MP, could you please contact the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs to ask her to publicly make a commitment that the protection for wildlife afforded by the Habitats Regulations will not be lost or eroded as a result of the Bill. We need to show her that you and your constituents care deeply for the environment and want to see protections maintained and strengthened rather than threats to our species. 
Yours sincerely
